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What is EA / role of EA

The EA is a network of European accreditation bodies. It is a non-profit membership-based organization of nationally recognised accreditation bodies located in the European geographical area.

The EA, which operates as a competition free network, has the following objectives:

· To contribute towards the elimination of technical barriers to trade by achieving a uniform approach to accreditation and conformity assessment services

· To act as a technical support to the European Commission and the EFTA (European Free Trade Association) facilitating the implementation of Directives and the development of mutual recognition agreements

· To promote the international recognition of accreditation and accredited services by maintaining robust and reliable multilateral agreements.

The EA works in close co-operation with its stakeholders which include conformity assessment bodies (laboratories, certification and inspection bodies), the European Commission and EFTA, Regulators, industry and consumers. Their interests are represented through membership of the EA Advisory Board (EAAB) and various EA committees. The EA is also a member of the international accreditation networks, the International Laboratory Co-operation (ILAC) and the International Accreditation Forum (IAF). 
History of EA
Although EA was established as a legal entity in 2000,its origins extend back almost 30 years. WECC (Western European Calibration Cooperation) established in 1976 and WELAC (Western European Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation) set up in 1987, merged in 1994 to form EAL (Laboratory Accreditation). In parallel, in 1991, EAC (Accreditation of Certification and Inspection Bodies) was also established.

EA was formed through the merger of EAL and EAC to become a not-for-profit association registered in the Netherlands in June 2000.

At present, EA represents the majority of European countries. In addition, several contracts of cooperation have been signed with Accreditation Bodies from countries outside Europe.

The creation of EA has represented a noticeable step forwards in the political and technical process of consolidation of the European accreditation infrastructure as an efficient and effective tool contributing to the progress of the European economy and society.

In spite of its being a young organisation, EA has achieved a remarkable success, demonstrated by the continuously increasing number of members, the quality and quantity of technical activities performed and the prestige acquired vis-à-vis its stakeholders and partners. Practically all EA members have signed up in part to the Multilateral agreement, which supports not just free trade within the EU, but reliable trade. The Association has now grown up to a mature stage and it is ready to undertake a new, wider and more authoritative, role in Europe and worldwide.
The national accreditation body
Generally, each European economy has an accreditation body. This national body is responsible for accreditation in accordance with the relevant International Organisation for Standardisation ISO 17000 series of standards and guides and the harmonised EN 45000 series of European standards. All national accreditation bodies are not-for-profit distributing.

The National accreditation bodies support the standards and conformance infrastructure, thereby providing an important mechanism for improving the business efficiency and competitiveness of their national economy.

What is accreditation? 

Definition: Formal recognition that an organisation is competent to carry out specific tasks.

Every aspect of daily life involves, at some level, adherence by someone to voluntary or mandatory standards. It is easy, perhaps, to think what some of these may be—those related to food safety and labelling, for instance, or health and safety at work and in the home, weights and measures or trading standards. The implementation of many standards may seem less relevant to our immediate existence but will nonetheless impact on our everyday life, such as those related to the structural integrity of building materials, reliability of health care, management systems, financial advice and reporting, or the manufacture of clothing.

In simple terms, a standard is an agreed way of doing something. Standards are published formally and may apply to a product, process or service. Standards make life safer, healthier and easier for people, organisations, and enterprises all over the world. They enable communication and trade, while allowing resources to be used more efficiently.

With an increase in specified standards has come a growth in the number of organisations whose business it is to check conformity and compliance with these standards by providing services such as:

· testing

· inspection

· calibration

· certification

These evaluating organisations may be laboratories, inspection bodies, certification bodies or other types of organisation. 

Accreditation is a means of assessing, in the public interest, the technical competence and integrity of the organisations offering these kinds of evaluation services. Accreditation, with its many potential benefits for the quality of goods and in the provision of services throughout the supply chain, is underpinning practical applications of an increasingly wide range of activities across all sectors of the economy, from fishing to forestry, construction to communications.

Accreditation versus Certification?
The definition of these terms is given in EN ISO/IEC 17000:2004:

Accreditation 

Third-party attestation related to a conformity assessment body conveying formal demonstration of its competence to carry out specific conformity assessment tasks.

Certification

Third-party attestation related to products, processes, systems or persons.

Accreditation and certification have tended to be two words which can be readily interchanged in the minds of the public and even in those businesses which achieve accredited certification, but in reality they are two distinct links in a chain which stretches from European and International standard setters to end users and consumers.

Accreditation is a procedure by which an authoritative body gives formal recognition to a person or organisation for their competence to carryout specific tasks. This recognition can be awarded to certification bodies, laboratories, inspection bodies, attestation bodies who demonstrate to the satisfaction of the accreditation body that they have the competence to undertake the tasks for which they are seeking accreditation.  

By contrast, certification is a procedure by which a certification body confirms that a product, process or service conforms to a specific standard or specification. Certification is a commercial activity where several certification bodies compete with each other for business whereas accreditation assures the integrity and competence of the services provided by these certification bodies and cannot be a commercial activity.   

A Certification Body is an organisation that will carry out an assessment to determine if your management system conforms to the requirements of, for example, the ISO 9000 standard. However, for the certification to be accepted and recognised by that company’s clients, and, indeed, anywhere else in the world, the certification body must be accredited by an accreditation body that is a signatory to the EA Multilateral Agreement.

Unlike ISO 9001 certification, accreditation uses criteria and procedures specifically developed to determine technical competence. Whereas ISO 9001 certification demonstrates conformity to the standard requirements, accreditation demonstrates specific technical competence.

What are the benefits of accreditation?
· Accreditation is a mechanism used to ensure public confidence in relation to activities that impact on health, safety or the environment. It is a proven and transparent method used to measure an organization’s competence in their ability to implement legal regulations and government policy.

· The accreditation infrastructure provides a ‘passport for international trade’, promoting the competitiveness of the national economy. 

· Accreditation plays a vital role in the notification and inspection process, removing the need for Government departments to employ their own specialist personnel.
· Accreditation is a policy tool that can enable Governments to formulate effective regulation while avoiding placing restrictive burdens on business.
The Multi Lateral Agreement – what is it and benefits?
The Multilateral agreement (MLA) facilitates free movement of products and services within Europe and the rest of the World. 

The MLA eliminates the need for suppliers of goods or services to be certified in each country where they sell their products or services. In other words, any product or service that have the accreditation body’s mark on the certificate or test report that are exported to another country will be accepted, and not subject to additional tests or inspection. The MLA supports accreditation being a “passport” which facilitates access to the EU and international markets through co-operation with ILAC (International Laboratory Accreditation Co-operation) and IAF (International Accreditation Forum).

All EA members that are signatories to the EA MLA are subject to regular and stringent peer evaluations conducted by the other EA members. The purpose of these evaluations is to verify the signatories’ continuing conformity with the internationally accepted criteria. These peer evaluations ensure consistent, harmonized accreditation practices and also facilitate the exchange of information and experiences between the signatories. 
Relationship with the Commission
EA continues to work closely with the European Commission to demonstrate how accreditation can achieve the Commission’s policy objectives. 
In February 2007, the Commission submitted proposed Regulation for consideration by the European Parliament and the Council of Ministers. The proposal outlines a number of proposals to strengthen the legal framework for accreditation and develop the role of EA with respect to the European policy for conformity assessment and notification. 

Once the proposed Regulation is agreed, it is expected that the Commission and the EA will work towards reaching a formal agreement between the two organisations. Due to the revision of the New Approach Directives and a strengthening of the quality infrastructure, the Commission and the Member States deemed the Regulation as necessary in order to:

· support the level of competence connected with conformity assessment activities;

· ensure transparency of these actions; and

· act as a support for governments using accreditation in the notification process.

Discussions continue with the DG Enterprise, Jacques McMillan regarding a revision of the New Approach. The Commission has proposed that accreditation will be defined as a public authority activity. In addition, the non-competition nature of accreditation will be formally established. Likewise, it is proposed that EA should be given a formal authority, backed by the European institutions. The Commission and European Parliament are hoping to reach agreement on the Regulation before the end of 2007.

How to contact us
By writing:

EA Press Office

EA Secretariat

37, Rue de Lyon

75012 Paris

France

By telephone: +33 1 44 68 82 25 / 87 48

By email: secretariat@european-accreditation.org


Or visit our website at: www.european-accreditation.org
Case studies
Composites Testing Laboratory and BAE Systems Aerostructures Sign 5 year Agreement

Mr Micheál Martin, TD, Irish Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment announced the signing of a 5 year preferred supplier agreement between Composites Testing Laboratory (CTL), Galway and BAE Systems Aerostructures in the UK. Under the terms of the agreement CTL will be the preferred testing laboratory for all composite material testing requirements for BAE Systems Aerostructures.  CTL were accredited by the Irish National Accreditation Board initially in 1998, and have since extended its scope of accreditation.

Making the announcement Minister Martin said: “This is a great vote of confidence by BAE Systems Aerostructures in the capability of CTL. For the past 2 years CTL has been carrying out First Part Qualification testing of civil aircraft structures for BAE including the Airbus A380 Inboard Outer Fixed Leading Edge composite panels. It is a credit to CTL operating out of An Spidéal that it is the only independent accredited testing laboratory in the EU specialising in composite materials”

BAE SYSTEMS Aerostructures is a leading supplier of major airframe structures for the civil aerospace industry. The Aerostructures business offers a totally integrated capability covering design, engineering, supply chain and project management expertise to deliver major structures solutions for the primes, which include Airbus, Boeing, Raytheon, Cessna and Lockheed.

CTL Tastáil Teoranta provides accredited mechanical and physical testing services to leading manufacturers of composite materials throughout Europe. The company's main markets are in aerospace, wind-energy, automotive and Formula 1 racing.

RFI Ltd

RFI Global Services Ltd (RFI) is a leading provider of specialist testing, approvals and product development services to the cellular, wireless, smartcard and electronics industries. 

According to RFI Chief Executive, Stephen Kirk: “UKAS has put a lot of effort into Multilateral agreements and simplifying the accreditation process internationally. It has been beneficial to RFI because we have been able to use UKAS and ISO17025 as the standard to underpin our activities as we develop internationally. 

We can add value to companies by helping them to bring products to market faster, and it is that international recognition of what we do that can help them to avoid repeat testing in several different countries. We can make their approval process that much faster, and help them to keep their customers happy.”
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